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OUR COMMUNITY 

Note from the President  
- LaShanda Blissett  
 
On behalf of our entire 
community, I would 
like to extend a 
special thanks to all of 
our dedicated 
neighbor volunteers, 
the Board, and Committee members. Your 
unwavering commitment and ongoing 
willingness to help is greatly appreciated. 
 
We all frequently utter the words or often hear 
the common statement “I am so busy”, as we 
interact with others. All of our lives are filled 
with various scheduled commitments and 
obligations that often compete for our time. So, 
naturally, we treasure any bit of spare time we 
can get to enjoy leisure activities and relax.  
 
Fortunately for us, some of you very busy 
neighbors have been sharing a portion of your 
precious spare time to selflessly support our 
community. Their commitment is greatly 
appreciated. Please thank them when you can. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2010 Village at Oak Hill Board of Directors 

LaShanda Blissett  President                                
Darrell Harris   Vice President 
Arvind Dangi   Treasurer 
Lisa Canfield Laffey  Secretary  
Gisela Deuter                  Member at Large 
 
Call (301) 948-6666 to contact a Board member. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
ANNUAL COMMUNITY PICNIC  
 
You are invited to join us on 
Saturday, September 18, 2010, 
from 1:00 p.m. until 5:00 p.m . 
(rain or shine), for a community 
gathering that will include food, 
drinks, games, and a Sponge Bob 
moon bounce! The event will be 
held at the tot lot. 
 
This year, the picnic schedule will 
be: 
 

! 1:00 p.m. - Food and drinks 
will be served (until we run out). 
 

! 1:00 p.m. until 5:00 p.m. - A Sponge 
Bob moon bounce will be setup for kids 
under age 14. 

 
! 2:00 p.m. until 3:00 p.m. – Family 

games will be played. 
 
Please feel free to contribute a dish to share. 
Be sure to bring your own lawn chairs. For 
more details, please visit the community web 
site at www.villageatoakhill.com. Also, take a 
look at the entire schedule of events for 2010, 
which is listed below. We look forward to seeing 
you!!! 

 
 

 
Community Picnic 
9/18/2010, from 1:00 pm Ð 5:00 pm   
(Location:Tot lot area) 
 
Community Clean-up 
9/19/2010, 9:00 am 
(Location: Meet in the large community common 
area off Bowman Ridge near Lullaby) 
 
Halloween Parade 
10/31/2010, 5:00 pm Ð 8:00 pm 
(Location: Meet in the large community common 
area off Bowman Ridge near Lullaby) 
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Father Hurley Boulevard Extension  
 
It is hard to believe the Village at Oak Hill is 
almost 9 years old. Can anyone still recall the 
first discussions about the plans to extend 
Father Hurley Boulevard, and remember feeling 
it was such a long time before they would ever 
start the construction project, if they ever did it 
at all? Now, the project is actually underway, 
just footsteps away from some of our homes. 
 
As you already know, the 
County’s project to extend 
Father Hurley Boulevard 
from Wisteria Drive to 
Germantown Road (MD 
118) by 1.2 miles began 
some months ago. The 
road will connect Germantown communities 
currently separated by the railroad from the 
Town Center and the I-270 Employment 
Corridor. The purpose of the road expansion is 
to improve access for emergency vehicles, 
reduce future congestion, and enhance the 
overall flow of traffic between neighboring 
communities.  
 
The total project will be completed during the 
Spring of 2011. In the meantime, the County 
has assured us inconveniences to the public, 
businesses, County services, and any 
necessary lane closures will be kept to a 
minimum; and allowed only between hours of 
9:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. – primarily during 
weekdays. Driveways and entrances should 
always remain accessible at all times during 
construction. Warning, guidance, and 
directional signs will continue to be posted 
throughout the duration of the project. 
 
If you have any questions or need more 
information about the construction project that 
is underway, contact Craig Lease at 
craig.lease@montgomerycountymd.gov, in the 
Division of Transportation Engineering. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

New Homes in Our Neighborhood 
 
As you also know, new 
homes will be built in 
our community. Like the 
extension of Father 
Hurley Boulevard, it is 
also hard to believe we 
will soon watch the 
construction take place, 
when the new homes are 
built on Lullaby Road. Lucky for us, the time we 
invested 10 years ago, attending meetings with 
the land owner, and fighting against the 
development of a commercial building or 
condominium, paid off in the end. As a result, 
townhomes will be constructed on the land 
instead.  
 

Based on our previous 
communication and 
information from the Maryland 
Park and Planning 

Commission, we expect the 
chosen builder to produce 28 

one or two-car garage townhomes. 
One benefit of this new strip of homes is 
possible noise reduction from the trains that 
pass next to the land on which they will be built. 
Another is we will no longer need to remind the 
land owner of the need to maintain the raw land 
by cutting the overgrown grass and removing 
weeds that appear. Certainly, there might be 
other benefits, but those are most apparent at 
this point. 
 
In the coming months, updates about the 
development project will be posted on our 
website: www.villageatoakhill.com. Please go to 
the web site for more information about the new 
homes. Additionally, it is never a bad idea to 
call the number posted on the sign, to ask the 
builder’s sales representative some questions, 
too. The phone number is (703) 502-5200. 
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STANDARD REMINDERS 

 
Trash and Recycle Schedule 
 
Please be mindful that 
trash and recycle items 
are all picked up on a 
schedule. Do not place 
items out for pick-up 
prior to 7:00 pm, on the 
evening before the 
scheduled pick-up. 
 
DO NOT place your trash out for pick-up and 
leave it sitting outside over the weekend. It is 
extremely unsightly, not to mention it smells 
awfully bad, too. Additionally, do you know 
prospective home buyers 
will drive through to look at a 
home that is for sale and 
probably loose interest if the 
neighborhood looks 
unpleasant? I have heard 
about it many times! 
 

 
Maintaining Alleys 
 
One of the unique features of our village style 
community is the neo-traditional alleys. Their 
uniqueness and beauty are overshadowed if 
home owners who access them do not properly 
store and remove their trash and other 
unwanted debris. You might think your 
backyard that has an alley is simply another 
part of your backyard. However, it is seen by 
many and looks bad when it is not clean. 
 
Together, we can maintain a clean and 
attractive neighborhood in which people will 
want to live. Do your part, and we all will benefit 
tremendously from it. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Double-parking 
 
In certain areas of the neighborhood, 
homeowners have increasingly been 
noting their neighbors are double-parking cars. 
What does this mean? Home owners and their 
visitors have been parking cars behind already 
parked cars, in places such as Rayfield Drive. 
 
In the future, double-parked cars will be 
reported to the management company, and 
towing will likely be enforced. Please do not 
double-park cars. We would prefer to avoid 
requesting of a tow company to remove your 
vehicle. 
 

 
Coach Lights 
 
Coach lights, those lights that are on 
the exterior of garages of many homes 
in our community; should always be lit 
at night. We know the bulbs burn out 
faster in winter months, due to less 
daylight. Some ways to maintain your 
exterior coach lights include: 
 

! Use bulbs with lower wattage. 
! Use long-life bulbs. 
! Maintain the fixtures, to help prevent 

insects and rain from shorting out the 
bulbs. 

! Ask your home repair professional for 
tips to help you more effectively 
maintain your coach lights. 

 

The coach lights play an important role in 
helping us maintain well-lit areas throughout our 
community. It helps enhance our safety and 
promotes the most attractive aspect of our 
community; your home. Prospective home 
buyers like to see adequately lit neighborhoods 
at night, particularly when the homes are 
located in more densely populated 
developments – like The Village at Oak Hill. 
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2010 Board Meeting Schedule 
 
The next Board meeting is:  
 
                        October 13 
                
Please know everyone is encouraged 
to attend. Your involvement is important, and 
your participation goes a long way. 
 
On the day of the scheduled meeting, please 
contact TMGA at (301) 948-6666 to confirm the 
meeting time and location. Meeting dates and 
locations are subject to change without 
notification due to lack of quorum or scheduling 
conflicts. 
 

 
We Need Volunteers! 
 
We need volunteers to join committees and 
help out in our neighborhood. If you would like 
to get involved, please contact the following 
Board members and consider joining a 
committee. Board members can be reached by 
phone, by calling (301) 948-6666, extension 
134. 
 
Not only will your help will be greatly 
appreciated, you will get a chance to meet 
some interesting new people who live in your 
neighborhood! 
 

 Committee  Chairperson  
Board 

Liaison(s)  

Architectural/  
Landscaping 

Dan Snider Arvind Dangi 

Social Kelli Beckstrom 
LaShanda 

Blissett 

Newsletter 
LaShanda Blissett  

(acting chair) 
LaShanda 

Blissett 

Website David Streets  
Lisa Canfield 

Laffey  

 

 
COMMUNITY HIGHLIGHTS

Neighborhood Jobs at QIAGEN?  

Montgomery County Montgomery County 
Department of Economic Development 
announced QIAGEN Inc. will expand its 
business, and add at least 90 new fulltime jobs 
by 2015. All of the new positions will be located 
in the Germantown location, right of 118! 
 
QIAGEN is the biotechnology 
company, which is housed inside the 
industrial building you see when you 
approach the intersection of 
Route 118 and Dawson Farm 
Road. QIAGEN originally 
moved its U.S. headquarters to 
Montgomery County 10 years 
ago, when it broke ground at its 
current Germantown location in 
2000, and opened the building 
in 2002.  
 
 

 
Did You KnowÉÉ? 
 
In January 1958, the U.S. Atomic Energy 
Commission was relocated from its original 
location in downtown Washington, D.C. to 
Germantown, because it was considered far 
enough from D.C. to withstand a nuclear attack 
on the nation's capital. The facility now operates 
as an administration complex for the U.S. 
Department of Energy.  
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QUICK TIPS 
 

Leaving Homes Safe and Sound  

Vacation season is finally 
here! If a trip away from 
home is in your plans, 
remember these tips to keep 
your home safe and secure. 

1. Suspend regular 
deliveries.  This includes newspapers and 
other routine deliveries. Ask the post office 
to hold your mail until you return.  
 

2. Set timers on lights and radios.  Choose 
timers tested for safety. You can create the 
illusion that you are home by setting the 
timers to turn lights on and off in different 
areas of your home throughout the evening.  
 

3. Ask neighbors to watch out.  Inform a 
trusted or nearby friend if you will be gone 
for an extended period of time.  
 

4. Securely lock all doors and windows.  Did 
you know that in almost half of all completed 
residential burglaries, thieves simply 
breezed in through unlocked doors or 
crawled through unlocked windows?  
 

5. Leave curtains and blinds in their normal 
positions.  It is more common to have 
closed blinds during the day than to have 
them open at night.  
 

6. Unplug countertop appliances, home 
entertainment equipment and computer 
equipment.  To prevent a fire hazard - 
coffee makers, toasters, hair dryers, and 
irons should be left unplugged. Unplug all 
televisions and computers, to protect 
against power surges in the event of a 
power outage.  

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lost/Found in the Village at Oak 
Hill    

While walking outside in our community, have 
you ever found someone else’s keys or 
valuables, and wanted to help return them? If it 
ever happens, take the item to the Property 
Manager at TMGA. Reversely, if you lose 
something, call TMGA at (301) 948-6666 to see 
if it was dropped off by one of your neighbors. 

Help Protect Your Bank Account    

Checking account theft is now 
second only to credit card theft. 
How do thieves get your 
checking account information? 
There are several ways. They 
steal your outgoing mail, taking 

checks you have written, soak off the ink, and 
rewrite them. They steal your wallet, and obtain 
information and credit cards that way, too.  
 
Increasingly, these thieves are going online. 
Around 45 percent of adults with Internet 
access use the Web to bank or pay bills. 
Among those whose checking accounts had 
been raided, 70 percent were online finance 
users. 
 
Of course, there are no guarantees in life. 
However, some things you can do to help 
protect your account include: 
 

! Use a credit card rather than a debit 
card when making online purchases. 
 

! Keep your virus software up-to-date and 
run frequent scans of your computer.  
 

! Be suspicious of any email messages 
that are alleged to be from your financial 
institution, especially if they ask for your 
account information or password. 
Contact your bank directly - instead of 
responding to the email.
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